MINUTES of the MILTON PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
of MARCH 12, 2024 @ 7:00pm 
1. Call to Order by Virginia Feigles-Kaar @ 7:12 pm.
2. Roll Call: _X__ V. FEIGLES – KAAR,  _X__D. PFEIL,  ___T. SHAW,  _X__C. SWARTZ,  ___J. BALDWIN,  _X__R. SPECHT, 
__X___ E. MCDOWELL, and _X__Zoning Officer Doug Diehl
3. Pledge of Allegiance: Said.
4. Approval of Minutes from the FEBRUARY 13, 2023, Meeting:
Motion to approve by Dale Pfeil and 2nd by Richard Specht.         Motion passed unanimously.
5. Public Comments: None.
6. Communications and Bills: None.
7. Report of Officers: None.
       8.    NEW BUSINESS: PC-2024-02
A REVIEW OF A PROPOSED ZONING AMENDMENT TO ADDRESS BOTH REHABILITATION FACILITIES & SHELTERS.
              Planning Commission questions: 
Dale: The agenda item 9 I believe was from last month.
Doug: Yes, you are absolutely correct. Sorry. That should be a space for a motion to either recommend the amendment or to deny it.
Virginia: Reading aloud the Table of Uses for the Rehabilitation Facility, Homeless Shelter, and Emergency Shelter…then asks why the Emergency Shelter is permitted in all zoning Districts?

Doug: It is a permitted Use as a “temporary emergency shelter” and not to permanently exist. If an Emergency was declared, an Emergency Shelter(s) would be set up wherever practical and possible. The lead EM Agency would have the ultimate say where it goes. It is not allowed in the open space, floodplain, and floodway overlay districts.

Dale: Yes, if FEMA would come here in a disaster situation, they would set up wherever they wanted, so I agree with Doug.

Virginia: What about Homeless Shelters in the downtown area?
Doug: No, read what is listed.

Dale: They are in the EDD & I/OP districts.

Doug: Of what I read, a homeless shelter or rehabilitation facility is more likely to operate well in less occupied areas due to wanting privacy and separation from distractions to the occupants. That is not discriminatory but realistic for the success of the programs.

Virginia: Who will be making sure we don’t have homeless staying in the public parks, streets, and elsewhere?

Doug: The police.

Virginia: What says they cannot be there?

Dale: Loitering Laws and hours the parks are said to be open. The police have been checking after sunset every day. We have had a few issues in the past few years and the police took care of it.
*** Virginia: Started a side conversation about an area behind the truck stop along I-80. She asked if there were homeless staying there?

Dale: If you are asking about the old RV camper in the grass woods area it is used for hunting only.

Eric: It might be stray cat shelters.

Virginia: What?

Eric: Yeah, someone put shelters there and are feeding strays, and lots of them. They also bring some into town.

Charlie: Hey, we have that problem here in Ward 5.

*** lots of conversation about people feeding strays and the issues.

Virginia: Well, is there more discussion or questions on the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment for Rehabilitation Facility and Shelters or is there a motion?

Richard: Now wait, I have a question…shouldn’t we ask how long the duration time is for all of the proposed for the stay of the occupants?

Doug: Good Point, I can add that question to the Rehabilitation Facility and the Homeless Shelter Conditional Use questions but not the Emergency Shelter because that will be determined by the extent of the event and the Agency in command.  
Richard: How do you know who is at the facility at any given time? I’m concerned about a fire situation and who has to search the building for someone.

Doug: I understand. Good point. They usually have mandatory sign in and out logs. I can add that to all 3. 
9.  Decision on the proposal of Item # 8:

Motion by Dale Pfeil to recommend the Borough Council approves the proposed zoning ordinance amendment as submitted with the addition of the questions by Mr. Specht. 2nd by Eric McDowell. Motion passed unanimously. 
       10.  Anything else to come before the Planning Commission: None.
       11.  Motion to adjourn by Dale Pfeil and 2nd by Charlie Swartz. Motion passed unanimously.

