MILTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
(Hybrid Meeting)
December 8, 2021
7:00 p.m.
The meeting was called to order by President Walker. The following Councilpersons were present:  
Mrs. Meckley, Mr. Specht, Mr. Dale Pfeil, Mr. Medina, Mr. Walker, Mr. Moralez, Ms. Fawess, Mr. Robol, and Mr. Swartz. Also in attendance were Jess Novinger, Shelly Sandstrom, Sam Shaffer, Mayor Shearer, Chief Derr, Attorney Benion, Chief Zettlemoyer, and Kevin Mertz. Mr. Moralez and Mr. John Pfeil joined via zoom. 
Minutes:  On motion of Mr. Dale Pfeil, seconded by Mrs. Meckley and carried, Council approved the minutes from the November 23, 2021, Council meeting. 
Report of the Borough Manager:  Mrs. Novinger had no report. 
Report of the Mayor:  Mayor Shearer addressed Council that he is honored to have served as the mayor. He thanked Council for having the confidence in him to fulfill Mayor Nelson’s term. He also thanked the Borough staff for all of their help through the years. 
Report of the President of Council:  President Walker thanked Mr. Dale Pfeil and Mr. Specht for their service on Council. He also thanked Mayor Shearer for his years on Council and as Mayor. He stated that they all would be missed. 
Report of Chief of Police:  Chief Zettlemoyer was not present as he was on a call. Officer Stotlemyer stated that he is doing well and enjoying being a part of the Milton Police Department. 
Report of Public Works Director:  Sam Shaffer reported that leaf pick-up continues. There seems to be a lot of debris involved and asked that residents separate things. The Department is moving into winter operations and getting ready for potential snow. 
Report of the Fire Chief:   Chief Derr’s report stating that so far in December they have responded to 12 calls for service. The volunteer EMS staff has had 12 calls for service. Micu 15 has responded to 64 calls for service in December. Year to date, they have responded to 2,225 calls for service. He informed Council that the Department brought Santa to town on December 3rd and participated in the toy drive that was taken to the Salvation Army. 
Public Comments:  Kris LaVanish, 522 Hepburn Street, Director of the Milton Library, spoke to Council thanking them for their support. She also requested increasing the budgeted allocation for the library. She spoke of the many services the library provides to the community and noted that an average of one new library card per day has been issued. Nancy Walters, 726 Broadway read a statement from Rob Jones supporting the Library and Nancy, who is a part-time employee of the library, spoke on the experience of issuing a library card to a child. She feels the library is a very important part of the community and asked Council to reconsider decreasing their funding. Both JA Babay and Melissa Rowse spoke on behalf of the library. Ms. Rowse stated that the library is a safe place for both children and adults. Any cuts to a public library hinder and restrict access to that place. She also stated that Northumberland is one of the few counties in the State that do not provide any type of funding to public libraries in their County. She stated that the Borough is the stable funding they receive. 



Other community members spoke on behalf of the library including Amanda Bradley, Emily Gibson, Kevin Schimreif, Jeff Coup, Jennifer Bowman and George and Kathi Venios. Mrs. Meckley stated that she is only in favor of providing the library with $35,100 in funding. She suggested the library ask for donations from the community instead of asking council for additional money. President Walker praised those that were present for their passion about the library. He would like the $45,000, but also likes the $50,000. He stated that Council and the library should be able to work together on the matter and create a better relationship. He suggested giving the library the additional $5,000 with the library pledging to raise an additional $5,000 in donations to match it. Mr. Moralez said that he would provide the $5,000 match. Mr. John Pfeil proposed a motion to include an additional $5,000 in funding to the library. This motion was seconded by Mr. Moralez. At the advice of Solicitor Benion, President Walker stated that since that motion was not on the agenda, it could only come before Council for a vote if the budget did not pass as proposed. As a result, Mr. John Pfeil’s motion was not voted on. 
Public Works and Cemeteries:   No report.

Public Safety:  No report.
General Government and Finance:  


A.
On motion of Ms. Fawess, seconded by Mrs. Meckley and carried, Council adopted Resolution #21-12


to become a member of the Keystone Municipal Insurance Trust. 

B.
On motion of Ms. Fawess, seconded by Mrs. Meckley and carried, Council adopted Resolution #21-13


to comply with the requirements of the Keystone Municipal Insurance Trust to implement a hepatitis C


pre-employment testing program.


C.
On motion of Ms. Fawess, seconded by Mrs. Meckley and carried, Council approved entering into an


agreement with Northumberland County for snow removal from the County’s bridges in the Borough.

D.
On motion of Ms. Fawess, seconded by Mrs. Meckley and carried, Council reappointed Raymond “Jim”



Callenberger to the Milton Regional Sewer Authority board. This is a 5-year term ending on 


December 31, 2026.

E.
On motion of Ms. Fawess, seconded by Mr. Robol and carried, Council reappointed Brett Meckley to 


the Zoning Hearing Board. This is a 3-year term ending on December 31, 2024. Mrs. Meckley 



abstained.

F.
On motion of Ms. Fawess, seconded by Mr. Swartz and carried, Council adopted the 2022 budget 


following a roll call vote of 6-4 passing as presented. 

G.
On motion of Ms. Fawess, seconded by Mrs. Meckley and carried, Council adopted the 2022 Tax


Ordinance #1237 as outlined by Attorney Benion. Mr. Moralez was opposed. 

H.
On motion of Ms. Fawess, seconded by Mrs. Meckley and carried, Council approved paying the bills 


from General Fund, Reserve, Payroll, Community Pool, Liquid Fuels, and Cemetery accounts in the 


amount of $129,546.69. Mr. Moralez was opposed. 


President Walker said he would entertain a motion to cancel the second meeting in December. On motion of Mrs. Meckley, seconded by Ms. Fawess and carried, Council approved cancelling the second meeting in December that was scheduled for December 22, 2021. Mr. Morales was opposed. 
Mr. Specht stated that he has enjoyed his 12 years on Council, and it has been a great experience for him. He thanked everyone for their help through the years. 



There being no further questions or business, on motion of Mrs. Meckley, seconded by Ms. Fawess and carried, Council adjourned at 8:23 p.m. Mr. Moralez was opposed.







Respectfully Submitted:






Shelly Sandstrom






Secretary/Treasurer 

